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*Title Slide 
Well, it’s true, the Sunday after Easter is not as much fun as Easter. 
Although the lilies still look great, and the flowers in the fellowship hall 
have been refreshed, the energy just isn’t the same. It must be the lack 
of plastic eggs filled with candy…or glitter. In many churches, this 
Sunday has been designated Holy Humor Sunday. For Holy Humor 
Sunday, the minister preaches something light and funny from the Bible 
and the liturgy has a joyful, even humorous tone to it. Since I did a 
humor in the Bible sermon series right before Lent, I felt like I shouldn’t 
do that today. But, after the series, there were people who came up to 
me and said, “I have the best joke for you to use in worship.” They were 
all disappointed when I said, “It’s over, Friends. It’s Lent.” So, I thought, 
why not share some of those jokes today? You can evaluate the quality 
of the jokes given to me by your friends. 
 
One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex staring up at the 
large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. The plaque was 
covered with names, and small American flags were mounted on either 
side of it. The seven-year-old had been staring at the plaque for some 
time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside him and said quietly, 
“Good morning, Alex.” 
 Good morning, Pastor,” replied the young boy, still focused on the 
plaque. “Pastor McGhee, what is this?” Alex asked.   
“Well, son, it’s a memorial to all the men and women who have died in 
the service.”   
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s 
voice was barely audible when he finally managed to ask, “Which one, 
the 9:00 or 10:30 service?” 



 
An advertising company was making leaflets for a local church, and the 
client wanted a logo designed with Earth being shielded by the hand of 
God. They sent the client a proof. Shortly thereafter, the ad executive 
got an email from the client, which read, “The hand looks too human. 
Please use a hand that looks more like God’s.” 
 
A man had been looking for a job for quite a while. He learned there 
was an opening at the local zoo. Upon inquiry, he discovered the zoo 
had a very unusual position they wanted to fill. Apparently, their gorilla 
had died, and until they could get a new one, they needed someone to 
dress up in a gorilla suit and act like a gorilla for a few days. 
He was to just sit, eat, and sleep. His identity would be kept a secret, 
and no one would be the wiser, thanks to a very fine gorilla suit. The 
zoo offered good pay for this job, so the man decided to do it. He tried 
on the suit and sure enough, he looked just like a gorilla. They led him 
to the cage; he took a position at the back of the cage and pretended to 
sleep.  
But after a while, he got tired of sitting so he walked around a little bit, 
jumped up and down and tried a few gorilla noises. The people 
watching him seemed to really like that. When he would move or jump 
around, they would clap and cheer and throw him peanuts. And the 
man loved peanuts. So, he jumped around some more and even tried 
climbing a tree. 
That seemed to really get the crowd excited. They threw more peanuts. 
Playing to the crowd, he grabbed a vine and swung from one side of the 
cage to the other. The people loved it and threw more peanuts. 
"Wow! This is great," he thought. He swung higher and the crowd grew 
bigger. He continued to swing on the vine, getting higher and higher 
and then all of a sudden, the vine broke! He swung up and out of the 
cage, landing in the lion's cage that was next door. 
He panicked. There was a huge lion not twenty feet away, and it looked 
very hungry. So, the man in the gorilla suit started jumping up and 



down, screaming and yelling, "Help, help! Get me out of here! I'm not 
really a gorilla! I'm a man in a gorilla suit! HELP!" 
The lion quickly pounced on the man, held him down and said, "Will 
you be quiet! You're going to get both of us fired! 
 
Laughter really is good for the soul. It instantly brightens a room, which 
I think is appropriate in worship, especially for this season. You will 
notice that the paraments on the communion table, pulpit, and lectern, 
and the banners on the wall behind me, are still white. We are in the 
church season called Eastertide. In this time, between Easter and 
Pentecost, each Sunday is intended to be celebrated as another Easter, 
reminding us of the hope, love, and light in the story of the resurrection 
of Jesus. The Sundays of Eastertide, including the Sunday we call Easter 
are meant to be joyful. 
 
*Last week, we read and considered the author of Mark’s resurrection 
story which ended in a rather unexpected way, compared with the 
other gospels. It ended abruptly with the women running from the 
tomb, terrified, and remaining silent about all they had seen and heard. 
The women had a very human reaction to that which they did not 
expect and could not explain. In the sermon, I posited one explanation 
for Mark’s bizarre ending. Maybe the author wanted his original 
audience and us, as readers, to see ourselves as the ones who must go 
out and tell the world the stories of Jesus. It’s a reasonable explanation 
in light of what we have learned about Mark’s emphasis on 
participation, rather than substitution, in the kin-dom of God. We can’t 
know for sure what the author intended. What we do know is that 
scholars are sure Mark’s gospel was the earliest of the four in the canon 
and therefore is probably the most reflective of early Christian tradition 
and thought.  
 
We also know, the ending of Mark made the final editors of the New 
Testament very uncomfortable. This ending is significantly shorter than 



the other gospels and it features no stories of post resurrection 
appearances by Jesus and when Jesus is “sighted,” according to the 
man dressed in white at the tomb, it will be in Galilee and not in 
Jerusalem, as in the other gospel accounts. In fact, according to Dr. 
James Tabor, professor of Christian origins and ancient Judaism at the 
University of North Carolina, the original ending of Mark was viewed by 
later Christians as so deficient that not only was Mark placed second in 
order in the New Testament (even though it is the earliest gospel text), 
but various endings were added in some manuscripts, by editors and 
copyists. The longest concocted ending, which became Mark 16:9-19, 
became so treasured that it was included in the King James Version of 
the Bible, favored by Protestants, as well as translations of the Latin 
Vulgate, used by Catholics. This meant that for countless millions of 
Christians it became sacred scripture---but is patently bogus.”*  
I encourage you to check your Bible at home. 
 
Here is what mine says: 
Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first 
to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She 
went out and told those who had been with him, while they were 
mourning and weeping. But when they heard that he was alive and had 
been seen by her, they would not believe it. 
After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were 
walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but 
they did not believe them. 
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the 
table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, 
because they had not believed those who saw him after he had 
risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good 
news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will 
be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And 
these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up 



snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.  
 
This ending is not found in the earliest and most reliable Greek copies 
of Mark. And according to Dr. Tabor, early Christian writers show no 
knowledge of these verses. Early scholars and apologists attest that the 
passage was absent from almost all Greek copies known to them. The 
language and style of Greek, the Gospel of Mark’s original language, is 
dissimilar to the rest of the gospel, and it is evident the writer or writers 
took snippets from the endings of later gospels, Matthew, Luke, and 
John, in order to “create a proper ending.”*  
 
Mark’s original ending was so much a problem (some would say, a 
failure), that this isn’t even the only ending for Mark that has been 
offered. There is one shorter ending and an expansion of this longer 
ending I read. None of these endings were written by the original 
author, which in our world of copyright laws seems very troubling. But, 
we have to admit, we can understand why later Christians were 
disappointed by the truly Markan ending. It is disappointing...the 
women ran away, scared, and never, ever told anyone. That is not how 
we want the story to end. It isn’t how the story ends. We know the 
story hasn’t ended. It’s still be written by you and by me, by each 
person working for justice and peace, caring for neighbors, including 
the one who have been left out…following the ways of Jesus.  
 
I spent time this week rereading the author of Mark’s original ending, 
reading and studying these “forged” endings that were added later, 
thinking about what they might have meant to those writers and their 
audience. I began to think about how I would end Mark’s gospel for 
today’s “audience.” So, today I end this sermon with “Kelley’s Ending to 
the Gospel of Mark.” 



 
*Later that evening, the women gathered for a meal. They had been 
together most of the day, but had been quiet, for they were afraid to 
even speak of what they had seen. As they prepared the meal, there 
was a knock at the door. It was Peter. They hadn’t seen him in days. 
Mary Magdalene immediately embraced him. Peter cried saying, over 
and over, “I’m sorry. I’m sorry.” When his tears subsided, he looked up 
and greeted the other women. They, too, embraced him. 
 
The meal was ready, a place was set for Peter and they sat down to eat. 
Salome led the prayer before the meal, “For health and strength and 
daily food, we give you thanks, Oh, Lord. Amen.” With that, Mary, 
mother of James, pulled the bread apart and said, “Every time I hold 
bread in my hands, I remember him…how he loved other people, his 
courage, his sense of humor, the way he noticed people.” Mary gave 
each of them a piece of bread and they began to eat. 
 
Peter talked about the night Jesus was arrested. He told them he 
followed Jesus and the soldiers back into Jerusalem that night. He 
stayed in the shadows, not wanting to be noticed. When they took Jesus 
to the religious leaders, Peter hung out in the courtyard, waiting to hear 
what would happen. He admitted he was edgy and afraid. The last thing 
he wanted was to talk to a stranger. One of the servants came up to 
him and recognized him. He was afraid she would draw attention to 
him, so he denied knowing Jesus. She kept pestering him, even after he 
was quite rude to her. Jesus was right, he said, “I denied knowing him 
three times.” The women listened quietly as Peter poured out his heart 
to them.  
 
He talked about where he had been since that night. He had bounced 
from one person’s house to another. He didn’t stay anywhere long 
enough to answer any questions. It wasn’t until now that he had the 
courage to approach any of the other followers of Jesus. Once again, his 



“bull in a china shop” way of going about life had hurt people he loves. 
He was glad he had confided in the women. At least he had said it out 
loud.  
 
After Peter’s confession, the conversation at the table was sparse, until 
Mary Magdalene looked at the other two women and blurted out, “I 
think we should tell him.” Mary the mother of James and Salome, 
looked afraid and said nothing. Finally, Salome said, “Peter, something 
happened.” Peter begged them to tell him what it was. Mary 
Magdalene told him about their visit to Jesus’ tomb. She told him about 
the man dressed in white and what he said, “Do not be alarmed; you 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him, just as he told you.” 
 
“I don’t know what to say,” Peter said, under his breath. “Have you told 
anybody else?” he asked. The women all shook their heads, no. I have to 
go to Galilee, Peter said, “I have to go and see for myself. I feel him 
everywhere. I think he’s still here. I see him in people on the street. I felt 
his presence when you handed me the bread. I smell him. He can’t be 
gone,” he cried. “I don’t think he is,” Salome said, “He is alive in us, 
Peter, in our friendship, in the moments we find our courage, in our 
anger, and in our compassion. He is alive. That’s why we still sense his 
presence.” 
 
Mary, the mother of James, picked up the wine, she poured it into the 
cup, and said, “Our meals together were the best. I will never forget 
what we shared. He is here. He is alive.” They each took a drink and 
promised they would never forget him. They drank more wine, laughed, 
cried, and told stories about him until very late. They fell asleep and 
slept hard. The next day, the women woke up and Peter was gone.  
 



May we remember Jesus and follow his ways as we continue to write 
the story. Amen. 
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