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Esther 
Hangin’ Around with Esther 
January 28, 2018 
Rev. Kelley L. Becker 
 
*Sermon Series Title Slide 
This morning, we continue with our “cheer us up this winter” 
sermon series, Live, Love, Laugh: Funny Stories in the Bible.   
 
*Last week, we heard a story about a talking donkey that 
reminded us that it’s important, as we study the Bible, to learn 
about the people for whom the text was originally intended, to 
learn a little about the world in which they lived, and to 
remember that ancient writers were, like us, trying to figure out 
how they were connected to one another and to God. The story 
of Balaam and his ass reminded us that biblical writers were 
creative, imaginative writers, not historians. 
 
*Today, we turn to another story in the Hebrew Bible and it is 
truly one of my favorites, the story of Queen Esther. One of the 
things I love about it is that a normal, everyday young woman gets 
to be the Queen, and in the end, outsmarts all of the men around 
her. Another reason I love this story is that it’s funny and that is 
why I have included it in our series.  
 
Scott: (standing up) Wait! Aren’t we starting with jokes today? 
 
Kelley: Last week was easy, there are a lot of jokes about donkeys. 
Do you have a joke about kings and queens? 
 
Scott: I just happen to have a few right here: 
Where do kings and queens get crowned? 
– On the head!  
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What do people say if a knight in shining armor gets killed? 
– Rust in peace! 
 Who made King Arthur’s round table? 
– Sir-Cumference 
 When is a piece of wood like a king? 
– When it’s the ruler! 
 
Kelley: What is the first thing a king does when he comes to the 
throne? 
– Sits down! 
That’s your cue, Scott, sit down! 
 
Back to Esther…If you like romance novels, the book of Esther is 
for you. It has all of the necessary elements: a young and beautiful 
heroine, a wicked, scheming villain, a wise fatherly figure and an 
inept and laughable ruler. It is appropriate to laugh as we hear  
the story because it was written to be funny. 
 
Rather than reading the story to you this morning, I would like to 
tell you the story. I hope you like it as much as I do!   
 
*The story of Esther takes place in Persia under King (Uh HAZ UR 
US’) Ahasuerus’ rule. At that time, many Jewish people lived 
around the king's palace in Susa, the capitol of Persia. The story 
opens with a description of a great banquet taking place. The 
banquet lasted for 7 days.  
I should clarify, there were 2 banquets...one for men, hosted by 
the King and one for women hosted by Queen Vashti, his wife, 
who was quite beautiful.  
 
On the 7th day of the banquet, the King, merry with wine, had 
servants summon the Queen to his banquet in order to show her 
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off. The Queen refused to come. As you would expect, the King 
was less than amused.  
And as any self-respecting guy would do when rejected by a 
woman, he complained to other guys. His confidants pointed out 
to the King that if other women got wind of the fact that the 
Queen didn't do what her husband said, they might decide not to 
do what their husbands say and that would be disastrous.  
So, the easily influenced King banished Queen Vashti from his 
presence forevermore…and went on to pick a new queen.  
 
The King’s servants rounded up many beautiful, young virgins for 
the King to choose from, and of all of them, a Jewish woman 
named Hadassah was chosen by the King.  
We know her as Esther. Esther did not tell the King she was Jewish 
because her cousin, Mordecai, who had raised her, told her not to. 
Mordecai was someone Esther could trust. He was a faithful man 
and he always tried to do the right thing.  
 
Shortly after Esther became queen, Mordecai was hanging around 
by the palace gates and overheard two of the King’s servants 
plotting to kill the King. He told Esther about it. She reported it to 
the King, giving credit to Mordecai.  
*Upon investigation, the accusations were found to be true and 
the two servants were hung on the gallows.  
 
Enter, the true villain of our story, Haman...every good story has 
an evil villain and this story has one who is very easy to dislike. 
This was the kind of guy whose laugh probably sounded like mwa 
ha ha ha ha.  
*This is my mental picture of Haman. 
 
Haman, who had just been promoted to the top spot among the 
King’s officials, was quite full of himself. For example, when his 
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servants reported that Mordecai refused to bow as he passed, he 
was enraged. Mordecai refused to bow to Haman, of course, 
because as a faithful Jew, he worshipped God and not Haman. 
Haman wouldn’t stand for that. He enjoyed being large and in 
charge and insisted on others showing him the proper respect. So, 
in order to get rid of Mordecai, he convinced the clueless King to 
issue a decree ordering that “a certain people who keep their laws 
rather than the King’s” be extinguished. Of course, Mordecai and 
the other Jews were terrified. Mordecai sent a message 
requesting that Esther appeal to the King on their behalf. 
 
What would Esther do? 
It wasn't easy for Esther. She couldn't just bust into the throne 
room and talk to the King. Esther sent a message to Mordecai 
explaining that. She sent word that she had to have permission to 
speak to the King. In fact, the story says he had to hold out his 
scepter to her, giving permission for her to approach and speak to 
him. Based on the message that Esther sent, it was clear that she 
was quite intimidated by the King which is not hard to understand, 
especially since I’m sure Queen Vashti’s sudden disappearance 
was not a secret. 
 
*Mordecai 's words back to Esther were, "Who knows? Perhaps 
you have come to royal dignity for such a time as this." This is 
probably the most often quoted part of the entire book of Esther. 
I understand why. The idea of being in just the right place, at just 
the right time, in order to be part of something really significant is 
pretty exciting. You know, those moments in life when we think, 
“This is what I was created for.” Many of us have experienced this 
sense of fulfillment through our careers or maybe as parents. 
Perhaps you have experienced it in your work on behalf of the 
church or another volunteer opportunity in the community.  
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I wonder what Esther was thinking. She must have realized that 
on some level Mordecai was right. Against all odds, she had been 
chosen as the Queen in that time and place. She now had the 
opportunity to do something that mattered and in this case, it 
was a matter of life and death for an entire group of people, her 
people. 
 
Esther made a plan. She sent word to Mordecai to assemble the 
Jewish people who lived in the area and have them fast on her 
behalf. She was probably scared and felt she needed all the help 
she could get. Her plan was brilliant, though…and funny. Esther 
got all gussied up and appeared in the inner court of the King’s 
palace. He extended his scepter to her and asked her what was 
troubling her. She agreed to tell him, but first she wanted the King 
and Haman to come to a feast that she had prepared for them. 
They came to the feast. When they arrived, the King asked Esther 
what her request was. Again, she requested that the King and 
Haman come to another feast the next evening.  
 
As you can imagine, Haman was thrilled with this turn of events! 
Finally, he was getting the respect he deserved!! He was the sole 
guest of the King and Queen…2 nights in a row! Clearly, there was 
nobody more important than he. 
 
It wasn’t enough though. When he left the palace after the first 
feast, he ran across Mordecai at the palace gate. And much to his 
annoyance, Mordecai still wouldn’t bow to him. In spite of the 
lovely evening he had just had with the King and Queen, he was 
filled with rage. When he got home, he whined to his wife and 
friends. They suggested that he have gallows built and, since it 
was clear the King and Queen were very fond of him, to ask the 
King to have Mordecai hung for his lack of respect. What a perfect 
plan! Mwa hahaha! 



6 

 

 

*What could go wrong there? (picture of Wylie Coyote and Road 
Runner on screen) 
 
Meanwhile the King was having trouble sleeping. So, in the middle 
of the night, he began to read the book of records. Coincidentally, 
he was reminded of the time Mordecai saved his life by revealing 
the servants’ plot against him. He asked his servants what had 
been done to honor Mordecai’s efforts. The servants replied that 
nothing had been done.  
 
Fast forward to the next morning, bright and early, Haman 
showed up at the castle asking to see the King. He was there to 
talk to the King about having Mordecai killed. The king invited him 
in. And, still thinking about Mordecai’s important gesture that 
saved his life, the King asked Haman what should be done for a 
man whom the King wants to honor. Haman, being Haman, 
assumed the King was planning to honor him. So, he suggested 
that the man be adorned with a royal robe that the King himself 
had worn, then be put on a horse that the King himself had ridden, 
and paraded around town by one of the King’s noble courtiers. 
And as he is paraded around, the courtier should proclaim…This is 
what is done for the man the King desires to honor!  
 
Can you imagine how excited Haman was? He could see himself in 
that robe, on a beautiful horse, waving at the people as he 
paraded by. How exciting! The King agreed with him. This was 
perfect for the man he wanted to honor! He said to Haman, 
“Quick, get the robe and the horse and do exactly what you have 
suggested for Mordecai, the Jew at the gate.” And so, Haman did. 
He paraded Mordecai through the city shouting, “This is what is 
done for the man the King desires to honor.” And then, he hurried 
back to his house to…you guessed it, whine to his wife and friends. 
While he was talking to them, the King’s servants came to collect 
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him for the banquet. Back to the palace he went! When the King 
and Queen and Haman sat down to eat, the King asked Esther to 
tell him what she wanted to tell him. And now she was ready! She 
explained that there was a plan to destroy, kill, and exterminate 
her people. The King was horrified and demanded to know who 
would do such a thing! 
Esther told him it was Haman. The King was furious and stormed 
out. Haman pleaded to Esther for his life. When the King came 
back, Haman was hoering above the couch where Esther was 
reclining. The King burst in and said,  
*“Ah ha! On top of everything else, you are trying to ravish my 
wife in my own palace.”  
 
And because timing is everything, just at that moment…one of the 
King’s servants took this opportunity to announce that there were 
gallows in Haman’s front yard which Haman had made for 
Mordecai…the man. Who. Saved. the King. The King ordered, 
“Hang Haman from them!” 
 
Don’t you love irony?  
 
I love this story! It’s funny for sure. Throughout the entire book, 
the expected outcome is reversed, the status and character of the 
people in the story undergo sudden changes: 
Vashti goes from being queen to being banished. 
Esther changes from humble orphan to powerful queen. 
Haman is forced to honor his enemy, Mordecai. 
Haman is hung from the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. 
Later in the book, Mordecai was promoted to the spot right next 
to the King…the job Haman had suddenly vacated.   
Most importantly, God’s people go from mourning to rejoicing. 
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This was a story of hope for Jews who were scattered in a foreign 
land, under the thumb of foreign rulers and this story has a 
message for hope for us too. It reminds us that even when life is 
hard and scary, things are always changing. What is today, may 
not necessarily be so tomorrow. In the story, change for 
tomorrow came about because of Esther’s courage to face a 
situation that I am sure scared her. Esther, at great risk to her own 
safety and well being, hatched and carried out quite a plan, all the 
time knowing that the last queen did not fare so well.  She knew 
that Haman was important to the King. What would it mean to 
accuse him? There were so many ways this could have gone 
wrong for her and for the Jewish people. 
 
One of the interesting things about this tale is that, while set 
against the backdrop of the tension between the Jewish people 
and foreigners, God is not mentioned at all. This failure to 
mention God in any direct way lends a secular and contemporary 
tone to the story. It reminds us of our important role. God works 
through human beings to bring about the world God desires. The 
story of Esther encourages us to do hard things…to be brave with 
our lives.  
 
In another time, I might segue way here by saying, “We probably 
won’t be called upon to save our nation.” But, the truth is, I think 
maybe we are being called to do just that. This nation is divided 
and angry, it seems like things might get worse before they get 
better, so maybe we are being called to save a nation. Maybe, just 
maybe, this nation needs a group of people who, from the 
beginning have proclaimed that unity is our polar star, to speak 
words of reconciliation, peace, and compassion into our public 
discourse. And beyond that, we are called to other hard things 
every single day and they all require courage. 
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Some of us are: 

• caring for aging parents 

• dealing with chronic illness 

• going to the mailbox to find past due bills 

• engaging in contentious public discourse  

• parenting children that don't come with instruction booklets 

• staying with marriage when it seems easier to quit 

• getting along with "hard to love" coworkers 

• applying to colleges and waiting for acceptance 
 
All of these require a tremendous amount of courage and all of 
them are exhausting. So, let me say this… 
It is really important to care for yourself. Give yourself permission 
to enjoy time with friends. Go to that concert. See that movie. 
Drink the good wine or the great cup of tea. Make time for 
laughter.  
I will leave you this morning with one final thought. Yesterday, 
John and I went to the Price Tower to see the Origami in the 
Garden exhibit that I mentioned earlier.  
*One of the pieces in the exhibit is called Crane Unfolding. The 
artist, Kevin Box, said this about it, “The origami crane is a symbol 
of truth, peace, beauty, and long life. This crane reveals the 
meaning of its life as it unfolds into a star.” He said that the folded 
crane is a symbol of what we see and who we are on the outside, 
but also who we are on the inside. When unfolded, we can see all 
the beauty, design and detail that existed within the folded piece. 
 
It occurs to me that it is when we allow ourselves to unfold, to be 
fully who we were created to be, that we are the most beautiful 
and the most remarkable. And truthfully, the world needs more 
beauty and more remarkable. The world needs us to be us. The 
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world needs us to continue to be committed to justice, inclusion, 
and compassion. I know it’s hard sometimes. But you are so brave. 
 
*Know that in this place you are safe and you are loved. There is 
joy and hope in this community, not because there aren’t hard 
things that need our attention, but because our life together is 
centered around God who loves all of us and who never misses an 
opportunity to remind us that we belong to God and to one 
another. It is this God who brought us together for “such a time as 
this.” And that is worth celebrating for sure. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


