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*Jungle Gym Pic 
Did you grow up climbing on these? I did. And I’m lucky to be alive. 
There was one of these on the playground at the school across the 
street from my grandma’s house. My brother and I used to go over and 
play on it when we went to visit. We would race to the top of what we 
called the castle and whoever won (always my brother) was the king (or 
queen). As the underling, my goal was to try to dethrone the king. So, I 
would try to get to the top without the king stepping on my hands and 
preventing me from climbing up or knocking me off all together. The 
king did everything he could, including inflicting pain on his loyal 
subject, to stay on top.  
 
*This fond memory came back to me this week as I thought about the 
kings in our story today. Before I read their story, let me set the stage. 
This fall we have been working our way through the biblical narrative in 
the Hebrew Bible. Last week, we took a little detour, but we are back 
this week with I Kings 12. The books I and II Kings were originally one 
piece. The artificial division into two books was first made in the 
Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the original Hebrew. In the 
Jewish tradition, the book of Kings belongs---together with the books of 
Joshua, Judges, and Samuel, to a collection called the Former Prophets, 
which provide a prophetic interpretation of Israel’s history from the 
conquest of Canaan to the end of the monarchy. What I mean by the 
term “prophetic interpretation” is that the stories in these texts contain 
historical figures and events that the writers used to talk about what 
they believed about God. Their purpose was not to provide a precise, 
historical record, but a theological statement.  



 
As this part of the story opens, King Solomon had just died and his son, 
Rehoboam, was preparing to be the king of the entire kingdom. The 
phrase entire kingdom, is used to describe the people and land in the 
Northern Kingdom (Israel), which represented ten of the twelve tribes 
descended from Jacob’s sons, and the people and land in the Southern 
Kingdom (Judah) which represented the other two tribes. King David 
was the first king to rule the entire kingdom. While king, David declared 
Jerusalem the capital of the kingdom and brought the Ark of the 
Covenant there. The Ark was a large box, which functioned as God’s 
throne; a visible place for God’s invisible presence. As you know, David 
was not a perfect man, but in Jewish tradition, he is remembered 
positively as a man with a heart for God. In addition, since he was the 
one who unified the tribes of Jacob into one nation and became its first 
king, every king from that point on would be measured against him.  
 
Following David’s death, his son Solomon reigned. Jewish tradition 
portrays Solomon as very wise. We’ve heard the story of Solomon and 
the women who were fighting over the baby. Solomon was wise, but in 
a shrewd, sort of “street smart” way. Like his father, he ruled the entire 
kingdom, but the people did not love Solomon like they loved David. 
While he was king, Solomon was harsh, forcing hard labor, and placing 
a heavy tax burden on the people. I Kings 5 gives these details, “King 
Solomon imposed forced labor on all Israel; the levy came to 30,000 
men. He sent them to the Lebanon in shifts of 10,000 a month: they 
would spend one month in the Lebanon and two months at 
home…Solomon also had 70,000 porters and 80,000 quarriers in the 
hills, apart from Solomon’s 3,300 officials who were in charge of the 
work and supervised the gangs doing the work.” It’s not hard to 
understand why he wasn’t particularly beloved. He used his power to 
oppress and degrade the people he was supposed to care for, while 
accumulating wealth and building temples and towers, honoring 
himself.  



 
When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam was to be the next king. Here is 
I Kings 12: 1-17…listen for the crude, sophomoric bit of humor the 
author throws in.    
 
Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to 
make him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat (NEE bat) heard of it 
(for he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then 
Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 And they sent and called him; and 
Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4 
"Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard 
service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed on us, and we 
will serve you." 5 He said to them, "Go away for three days, then come 
again to me." So the people went away. 6 Then King Rehoboam took 
counsel with the older men who had attended his father Solomon while 
he was still alive, saying, "How do you advise me to answer this 
people?" 7 They answered him, "If you will be a servant to this people 
today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you 
answer them, then they will be your servants forever." 8 But he 
disregarded the advice that the older men gave him, and consulted 
with the young men who had grown up with him and now attended 
him. 9 He said to them, "What do you advise that we answer this 
people who have said to me, "Lighten the yoke that your father put on 
us'?" 10 The young men who had grown up with him said to him, "Thus 
you should say to this people who spoke to you, "Your father made our 
yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for us'; thus you should say to 
them, "My little finger is thicker than my father's loins. 11 Now, 
whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My 
father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with 
scorpions.' " 12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king had said, "Come to me again the third day." 13 
The king answered the people harshly. He disregarded the advice that 
the older men had given him 14 and spoke to them according to the 



advice of the young men, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will 
add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will 
discipline you with scorpions." 15 So the king did not listen to the 
people, because it was a turn of affairs brought about by the Lord that 
he might fulfill his word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah (a HI juh) 
the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat. 16 When all Israel saw that the 
king would not listen to them, the people answered the king, "What 
share do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. 
To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, O David." So 
Israel went away to their tents. 17 But Rehoboam reigned over the 
Israelites who were living in the towns of Judah. 
 
Jeroboam was one of Solomon’s supervisors. The reason he was in 
Egypt at the start of the story is that things went south between he and 
Solomon when Ahijah, the prophet, told Jeroboam who, unlike his boss, 
cared about the burdens that had been placed on the people, that he 
would eventually inherit the larger part of the kingdom. When Solomon 
heard that, he immediately planned to kill Jeroboam. When Solomon 
died, Jeroboam went back home to stand with the people as they spoke 
to Rehoboam. Certainly, the people saw this change of leadership as a 
time when, perhaps, things could be a little less awful for them.  
 
After Rehoboam heard the people’s concerns, he asked for three days 
to think about it. He first asked the elders, who had been advisors to his 
father, what they thought he should do. Should he be a little easier on 
the people or not? The elders advised him to be a kinder, gentler 
leader. And then he asked his buddies, his echo chamber, the ones who 
had pretty much the same life experience and world view he had. Their 
advice was to be even harsher to the people, demanding more work 
from them. They told him to say to the people, “My little finger is 
thicker than my father's loins. Now, whereas my father laid on you a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions."  



*I have to tell you, when I read this in the original Hebrew this week, I 
thought to myself, this writer literally made a “mine is bigger than 
yours,” wink, wink comment…right there in the Bible. Or possibly, I 
don’t remember my Hebrew as well as I should. So, I immediately 
texted my Hebrew Bible professor at Phillips Theological Seminary, and 
said, “Is I Kings 12:10 really the testosterone fueled idiom I think it is?” 
She replied, “Why yes, yes, it is.” She added, “I look forward to hearing 
how you work that in to your sermon.” 
 
Well, you can tell a thing or two about a person by who their close 
friends are. Rehoboam was about to become the king and this is the 
kind of advice the people close to him were giving out. He chose to 
ignore the advice offered by the elders entirely and went with “mine is 
bigger than yours.” According to the story, he didn’t actually say that to 
the people, but he did tell them pretty clearly that he would be even 
worse than his daddy. “…I will discipline you with scorpions,” means 
that rather than plain leather whips, the people would be beaten with 
leather whips that have a spikey metal thing on the end. As you can 
imagine, the people were not eager to throw their support behind this 
man. So, the kingdom was split, just as Ahijah had predicted. Jeroboam 
became the king of the ten tribes (Israel) and Rehoboam was made king 
of the two tribes (Judah). 
 
If we had to assign the labels of good guy and bad guy to these men, it 
wouldn’t take us long to do so, right? Rehoboam was clearly the bad 
guy and Jeroboam was the good guy. But the truth is, there was 
“badness” on both sides of this split. Jeroboam did okay for a while, 
but, you see, he found that he really liked being king. And the last thing 
he wanted was to not be king any more. He was worried. The people in 
Jeroboam’s part of the kingdom continued to go to the temple in 
Jerusalem to make their sacrifices and worship God. He was concerned 
that if this practice carried on, the hearts of his people would return to 



Rehoboam, the king of the land that included Jerusalem, where their 
God resided.  
 
So, what to do? 
…the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold. He said to the 
people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.” 29 He set 
one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30 And this thing became a 
sin, for the people went to worship before the one at Bethel and before 
the other as far as Dan. 31 He also made houses on high places, and 
appointed priests from among all the people, who were not Levites.  
 
In other words, he made up his own thing…the Church of Jeroboam. He 
wanted to be king so badly that he led his people, the people he was 
supposed to care for, away from their God and straight into sin. To me, 
it’s clear that both kings, Rehoboam and Jeroboam, lacked something 
that is critical for good leaders.  
*Humility. Rehoboam had the tragic inability to see that power should 
be used to ease the burdens of others, not add to it. Just like his father, 
he used his power to accumulate wealth and build monuments to 
himself. Jeroboam, the one who started out the people’s advocate, 
ended up more in love with power and control than he was with the 
people entrusted to him. Neither king could see the thing that really 
good leaders seem to instinctively know, good leaders put the well-
being of others first.   
 
Sadly, there are still a plethora of leaders today, thousands of years 
later, that don’t get it. They are the ones who place their own needs, 
ambitions, and desires above the well-being, dreams, and future of the 
ones they are supposed to be serving. They are the ones like John 
MacArthur, a “pastor”, an author, and syndicated radio personality 
who, at a recent conference, was asked to give his first response to the 
words, “Beth Moore.” For those who may not recognize the name, Beth 



Moore is an evangelist and author who speaks and writes mostly to and 
for women. MacArthur’s response, “Go home,” was met with 
uproarious laughter from the audience. He continued with remarks 
about there being no scriptural basis for women preachers.  
 
MacArthur and the others on the stage went on to critique churches 
and leaders that disagree with them. To them, “go home” isn’t just a 
statement about women preachers, it is about all women who want 
careers anywhere, but in the home, as a wife and mother, any woman 
who wants to be a senator, doctor, lawyer, or even the president of the 
United States. They were clear that their real concern was women who 
want to be in positions of power. I laughed to myself as I thought, they 
clearly know nothing about motherhood if they think being a mom isn’t 
powerful. MacArthur has presented himself as a spiritual leader, which, 
in my opinion, means he ought to be about representing God’s ways in 
the world, not his own. Telling half of God’s people to “go home,” does 
not do that. 
 
At the root of this good ole boy way of being in the world is the desire 
to hold on to power, to put self above the good of the whole, to 
metaphorically step on the ones trying to climb up. We have seen this 
at play in our own community. In July, on the same day, at the same 
time Oklahomans for Equality-Bville hosted the Pride Picnic, a group of 
Christian leaders pulled together their own event. They called it the 
Humility Event. On its own, that doesn’t sound like a bad thing. I’ve just 
pointed out that we need more humility in the world after all. The 
name of the event, though, is a jab at the use of the word “Pride,” as 
used in Pride Picnic. But, it is important to note that the use of the word 
“Pride” as a descriptor for events associated with the LGBTQ+ 
community, predates picnics, parades, rainbows, and the celebratory 
atmosphere we have come to associate with Pride events. The word 
“Pride” was first used as a counter to the secrecy, hiding, and shame 
that was forced on our siblings in the LGBTQ+ community due to unjust 



laws and the militant enforcement of those unjust laws leading up to 
and sparking the historic Stonewall riots.  
 
And while some things have changed for members of the LGBTQ+ 
community, for many, discrimination and violence are very much still a 
part of life. For example, at least 21 human beings who are transgender 
or gender non-conforming have been killed in the U.S. in 2019. Anti-
discrimination laws in many places, including Oklahoma, still do not 
include members of the LGBTQ+ community. And we cannot forget that 
the vast majority of the churches in our own community do not fully 
include members of the LGBTQ+ community into the life of the church.  
 
So, it is into this reality that these Christian leaders made the decision 
to host the Humility Event. It is into this reality that these leaders chose 
to center their own beliefs, their own worldview, their own 
experiences, instead of centering the lived experiences of the ones who 
have been oppressed. Instead of listening to, and trying to understand 
viewpoints and theology that is different from theirs, these leaders 
chose to step on the hands of the LGBTQ+ community once again. 
Here’s the thing, humility is not lived out by having an event that 
celebrates your own right-ness. The dictionary defines humility like this, 
“having a modest or low view of one’s own importance.” It seems to 
me, our siblings in the LGBTQ+ community have had quite enough 
“humility” forced on them by the world, including the church, over and 
over. And once again, at the hands of these leaders, they were given 
the message, “You don’t matter.” And that message, given to anyone, 
must be silenced. 
 
It must be silenced because it isn’t true. There is no human being who 
doesn’t matter. That is the message of God. We have got to stop 
stepping on each other’s hands and holding one another down. As 
people of significant privilege, in some ways, we are the kings in this 
story. We have the power to change how people are being treated. We 



have the power to change systems that continue to knock other people 
down. And we are charged with the care of God’s people. We must care 
for them in love. 
It is our job to be God’s messengers in this world.  
*At every turn, in every way possible, we are called to proclaim God’s 
message, “You matter” to everyone: 
To the ones who have always been at the bottom 
To the ones who were born at the top  
To the ones who have been excluded 
To the ones who have always been on the inside 
To the ones who have been bullied 
To the ones who have been the bully 
To the ones who have been enslaved 
To the ones who have been liberated 
To the ones who are addicted 
To the ones who are in recovery 
To the ones who have a short temper 
To the ones with endless patience 
To the ones who struggle with illness 
To the ones who are a picture of health 
To the ones who are grieving 
To the ones who haven’t experienced loss 
To the ones who don’t have any money 
To the ones who have a lot of money 
To the ones whose dreams have come true 
To the ones who have realized it’s time to dream another dream.” 
 
You matter. God loves you. 
Amen. 
 


