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About Taizé 
 

Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, France, not far from the ruins 
of the old monastery of Cluny. Since 1940, it has been the home of an ecumenical community of 
brothers whose common prayer, three times a day, is at the center of their life. The focus of their 
ministry is reconciliation with Christ and in the world, as they seek, through their common life and 
worship, to enable people to find ways of reaching beyond the barriers that divide, by being more 
open to God and one another. There are over one hundred brothers, some of them scattered 
around the world in small groups, working among the poor on different continents. Taizé is a 
place where many hundreds and thousands come to participate in their community way of life, in 
retreats, or in international meetings of prayer and reflection. Visitors are of all ages, and 
backgrounds and nationalities, but it is particularly a place of welcome for young people.  
 
Preparing Hearts and Minds for Worship 
 

We gather together on this Authentic Friday to be present at the cross where Jesus Christ 
was crucified. A Taizé style of worship has been chosen because, although we sit with each other 
and draw strength from community, tonight’s worship is deeply personal and meditative. God 
knows us by name and calls each of us to claim the gift of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

As you enter the sanctuary, you are encouraged to keep the silence, to recognize the 
presence of the Spirit of God and to prepare for worship. Worship is quiet and reflective, deeply 
peaceful and joyful, and includes chant-like music, silences, prayers, and readings. When 
singing, you are encouraged to listen to the tune as it is sung through once by our guitarist and 
then to follow the music provided. The simple songs are sung through many times. You may find 
yourself focusing on different words each time through. If you choose to sing a harmony, that is 
welcome! 

Please feel free to enter fully into the intercessory prayer. Look deeply into your heart to 
discover what joy or what concern may be most prevalent; and when invited, offer that prayer 
aloud. Taizé worship encourages us to pray with our minds, with our hearts, and to wait then for a 
word from God. It is beautiful in its simplicity and depth. It helps us find quiet space in our heads 
and our hearts as we journey throughout Lent. Our period of silence (approx. 5 minutes) may feel 
long; we don’t practice silence in our culture. Explore the silence. Seek the presence of God. 

 

 

 

 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 We, like sheep, have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
Song:    In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extinguishing of candles at the cross. 
 
John 1 
 We began our service with these words from John. We end our service with the same words:  

but adding in the very next verse. 
 
(Read Together) 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
 was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the  
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
Amen.    Go in Peace. 
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  An Authentic Friday Service 
of Quiet and Light 

 
In the Beginning…. 

 
John 1 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
 was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not 
 one thing came into being. 4What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the  
 light of all people. 
 
Song:  The Lord is my Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Passover Meal 
 

 For three years, Jesus walked the land, teaching, preaching, healing and sharing the good 
 news of the love of God. Some hearts received him; some did not. Now he knew the time 
 was coming when he would be arrested. He gathered with his disciples for the Passover 
 meal, knowing that this would be their last time together before his death. But he surprised  

them all when he picked up the loaf of bread and the cup and proclaimed them  symbols of  
a new covenant…a covenant of forgiveness and grace. “Do this in remembrance of me,”  
he said. “Do not forget.” Our response can only be gratitude. 

 
Psalm 103 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, 
  bless his holy name. 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and do not forget all his benefits— 
 who forgives all your iniquity, 
  who heals all your diseases, 
 who redeems your life from the pit, 
  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  

Jesus’ Death 
 

Luke 23 
 44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
 afternoon. 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46Then 
 Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit,” Having  

said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised  
God and said, “Certainly this man was the son of God.” 

 
John 14 
 We hear in the Gospel of John that Jesus had prepared his friends for this hour with these 
 words that speak to us now… 27“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
 to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
Song: Come and Fill Our Hearts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing 
 
From Isaiah 52 and 53 

See, my servant shall prosper; 
he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
and shall be very high. 

Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others; 
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

 

 


